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NGC Special Label for 2017-S 
Enhanced Uncirculated Set 


Posted on 8/1/2017 

The 2017-S Enhanced Uncirculated Set can be encapsulated with NGC's 225th 
Anniversary US Mint label at no additional charge. 

The US Mint released a limited-edition 10-coin 225th Anniversary Enhanced 
Uncirculated Coin Set on August 1 in conjunction with the ANA World's Fair of 
Money in Denver. The 2017-dated set includes five different America the Beautiful 
Quarters, one Native American $1 coin, one Kennedy half dollar, one Roosevelt 
dime, one Jefferson nickel and one Lincoln cent. Each coin features an "S" mint 
mark signifying that they were struck at the San Francisco Mint. 

There is a maximum of just 225,000 sets; the number was chosen to mark the US 
Mint's 225th Anniversary this year. 
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Click images to enlarge. 


NGC will celebrate the 2017-S Enhanced Uncirculated Set by encapsulating them 
with its US Mint 225th Anniversary special label for no additional fee. ANA 
Submissions Note: Planning to submit at the ANA show in Denver? Read this 
article first. 

Coins received by NGC within the first 30 days of their release are eligible for 
NGC's popular Early Releases® and First Releases® designations. Learn more 
about Early Releases and First Releases here. For Early Releases / First 
Releases cutoff dates, click here. Scroll below to see detailed submission 
instructions. 

Submission Instructions: 

• Submit the 2017-S Enhanced Uncirculated Set coins under the Modern 
grading tier or higher. If Early Releases or First Releases is desired, select 
Early Releases or First Releases. There is an additional $10 fee for the 
Early Releases or First Releases designation verification and attribution. 

• If you do not want the Early Releases or First Releases designations, the 
NGC US Mint 225th Anniversary label will still be included by default for no 
additional fee with the Modern grading tier fee. 

• To qualify for Early Releases or First Releases, coins must be received by 
NGC before the Early Releases/First Releases cutoff date. 

• The default label will be NGC’s US Mint 225th Anniversary Label #768 
(shown below): 



• If you would prefer the Blue Early Releases label, request "Blue Early 
Releases #378" (shown below). 



I 


EARLY RELEASES 




^NGC® 


• If you would prefer the Blue First Releases label, request "Blue First 
Releases #379" (shown below). 


FIRST RELEASES 




NGC® 


• If you would prefer the NGC Standard Brown label, request "Standard 
Brown #377" (shown below). 


^iJMIS^/ATK: GUARANTY CORPORATION 


NGC® 


• If you would like Mint packaging returned, select “Return Mint Packaging” in 
section 3 of the NGC Submission Form. 

• Please note that NGC’s First Day of Issue designation is available for 
qualifying bulk submissions only. 


Questions? Contact NGC Customer Service at service@NGCcoin.com or 1-800- 
NGC-COIN (1-800-642-2646). 


Dealers should contact Miles Standish at Miles@NGCcoin.com or 949-922-0515 
or Scott Heller at SHeller@NGCcoin.com for bulk submissions. 


Collectors Society paid members can submit their coins directly to NGC. Not an 
NGC Collectors Society member? Paid memberships start at just $39/year. Join 
today. 
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Modern Chinese Varieties: 1989 
Mint State and Mint State PL 
Silver loY Panda 


Posted on 8/8/2017 

This is the 31st instaiiment of our monthiy coiumn devoted to modern Chinese 
varieties. 

This month we will look at another popular Chinese Silver Panda variety. In 1989, 
China struck both Mint State and Proof Silver 10 Yuan Pandas. The Proofs are 
easily distinguished from the Mint State coins by the letter “P” located on the 
reverse side (Panda side). The Mint State coins can be found with two distinct 
appearances. 

The normal Mint State Pandas have a uniform texture to the devices and fields. 
The second type, however, features mirrored fields that contrast sharply with the 
devices. This gives these coins a notable Prooflike appearance. These Prooflike 
coins will be attributed as "Mirrored Fields" by NGC. 

The coin pictured below is an example of a “normal” Mint State coin. The fields 
and devices have a uniform texture. 







1989 Mint State Silver 10 Yuan Panda 
Click images to enlarge. 


The coin pictured below is an example of a Mirrored Fields Mint State coin. 



1989 Mirrored Fields Mint State Silver 10 Yuan Panda 
Click images to enlarge. 


For comparison, a Proof coin is shown below. 



1989 Proof Silver 10 Yuan Panda 
Click images to enlarge. 


The Mirrored Fields variety will be automatically attributed for no additional fee. 
Look for another interesting variety to be featured next month. 
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NGC Registry: Platinum Koalas, 
New China World Heritage 
Coins and More 


Posted on 8/8/2017 

Sixteen new sets and one new category are now part of the NGC Registry. 

As August rolls in, we are excited to offer 16 new sets 
in the NGC Registry. As always, our new sets reflect 
a diversity of collecting interests. From modern US 
coinage to vintage world coinage, these sets present 
many new options to you, our valued collectors. 

Many of our new sets are created in response to your expressed interests, so 
please don’t hesitate to contact us if you have coins that are not represented 
somewhere in the NGC Registry. We love to hear your collecting ideas. 

Here is a list of what’s new this month: 

New category: 

Bahrain 
New sets: 

• Australia - Bullion: Koala, Platinum $5, 1988-2005, Proof 






Australia - Bullion: Koaia, Platinum $25, 1989-2005, Proof 


• Australia - Bullion: Koala, Platinum $25, 1989-2005, Proof 

• Australia - Bullion: Koala, Platinum $50, 1988-Date, Proof 

• Bahrain: Silver Type Set, AH1403//1983, Proof 

• Bahrain: Silver Type Set, AH1431//2010, Proof 



China - Commemorative: 2017 World Heritage Series, Confucius, Compiete Proof 


• China - Commemorative: 2017 World Heritage Series, Confucius, Complete 
Proof 

• China: Lunar: Gold 1/10 Ounce 50Y, 1993-2004, Colorized Proof 

• Cook Islands: Silver $5, 2016, Proof 

• Cook Islands: Silver $5, 2017, Proof 

• Germany - 1919-Date: Saarland, 1954-1955, Complete Circulation Issue 

• Great Britain - Decimal: Silver 2 Pounds, Lunar Series, 2014-2025, Proof 

• India - British Colony: 1/2 Rupee, 1835-1849, Proof, Including Varieties 

• India - British Colony: 8 Anna, 1919-1920, Proof, Restrikes 

• Russia: Gold 100 Rouble, 1992-Date, Proof 

• Thailand: Silver Piefort Type Set, 1981-1997, Proof 









225th Anniversary US Mint Enhanced Uncirculated Coin Set, 2017 
Image credit: www.usmint.gov 

• Commemoratives: 225th Anniversary US Mint Enhanced Uncirculated Coin 
Set, 2017, Complete 

Do you have an NGC-certified coin in your hand and you’re not sure where it may 
fit in the NGC Registry? We are here to help with requests and with any other 
questions you may have. Feel free to send us an email and let us know how we 
can help. Reach us easily via email at registry@NGCcoin.com. 

If you're not familiar with the NGC Registry, take some time to explore it and see 
the many collecting options that are available. It is completely complimentary. If 
you have any questions, you may also click below for our help page: 

NGC COLLECTION MANAGER and REGISTRY HELP — Table of Contents 
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NGC, NCS and PMG at Two 
Hong Kong Shows in August 

Posted on 8/16/2017 


See the companies at the Hong Kong Coin Show (HKCS), booths A1-A3, and the 
Hong Kong International Coin Convention (HICC), booths 230-231. 

Numismatic Guaranty Corporation® (NGC®), Numismatic Conservation 
Services® (NCS®) and Paper Money Guaranty® (PMG®) will attend the Hong 
Kong Coin Show (HKCS) at The Mira Hotel in Hong Kong, August 18-20, 2017, as 
well as the Hong Kong International Coin Convention (HICC) at the Holiday Inn 
Golden Mile in Hong Kong, August 25-27, 2017. 

The following services will be offered at these two shows: 

NGC ACAB submissions 


The NGC Advanced Chinese Authentication Bureau (ACAB) will be accepting 
submissions in Hong Kong from August 14-20 for vintage Chinese coins struck 
prior to 1949. Submit to the NGC ACAB at booths A1-A3 at the HKCS or contact 
NGC Hong Kong to schedule an appointment to submit at our office. For more 
details, click here. 

Led by renowned expert Chen Gi Mao, the NGC ACAB was established in March 
2017 to provide a higher level of authentication services for vintage Chinese 
coins. After coins are authenticated by the NGC ACAB they are transferred to 
NGC for grading and encapsulated with the prestigious NGC ACAB Red Dragon 
label. Learn more about the NGC ACAB > 


Show Submissions 


Submit for NGC grading, NCS conservation and PMG grading at booths A1-A3 
during the HKCS and booths 230-231 at the HICC. 




All submissions received by NGC, NCS and PMG are shipped with insurance to 
the companies’ headquarters in the US for grading and, if requested, 
conservation. After grading, coins and notes are shipped with insurance to the 
companies’ Hong Kong office for pickup. All submissions must be picked up at the 
Hong Kong office. 

There is a four-week estimated turnaround time for NGC and PMG, not including 
shipping or NCS submissions. 

Note: Submissions will be handled on a first-come, first-served basis. Due to 
expected high demand there may be limited availability for the four week 
turnaround time and later submissions may receive longer turnaround times. 

NGC, NCS and PMG will endeavor to complete and return all submissions as 
quickly as possible. 

You must be an NGC or PMG Collector member or Authorized Dealer to submit to 
NGC, NCS and PMG. Elite Collector members receive a 10% discount on 
conservation and grading. Not a member? Join now! 

Please note: PMG is not offering expedited grading at these shows; it will next be 
available at the Hong Kong international Numismatic Fair, Dec. 8-10. 

Free PMG Evaluations 

Rick Stelzer, a PMG Grading Consultant, will be conducting free evaluations of 
paper money in conjunction with the HKCS. Evaluations will be provided 10:00 to 
12:00 and 14:00 to 17:00, August 18 and August 20. (Please note that free PMG 
evaluations will not be offered on Saturday, August 19.) To ensure that we help as 
many people as possible, there is a limit of 10 notes per person for the free 
evaluations. Evaluations are provided on a first-come, first-served basis. 

Note: Because evaluations are performed in a show environment, as opposed to 
our standard grading environment (with proper lighting conditions and facilities), 
all opinions should be used only as a guide. The grading opinion may change 
after the notes are submitted and evaluated at our office. Representatives from 
NGC, NCS and PMG will also be available to answer questions and explain the 
benefits of NGC, NCS and PMG. 

For more information, contact our Hong Kong office: 

Phone: +852 2115 3639 
Email: Asia@NGCcoin.com 
Website: NGCcoin.hk 


About Numismatic Guaranty Corporation (NGC) 

Founded in 1987, NGC is the world’s largest and most trusted third-party coin 
authentication, grading and encapsulation service with more than 38 million coins 
certified. Every coin that NGC grades is backed by the comprehensive NGC 
Guarantee of grade and authenticity, which gives buyers and sellers greater 
confidence. 

About Numismatic Conservation Services (NCS) 

NCS is the world’s first professional coin conservation service and has handled 
more than 700,000 coins since it was established in 2001. NCS conservation 
removes harmful surface contaminants, stabilizes a coin’s surfaces and improves 
a coin’s eye appeal. For more information about the benefits of NCS conservation. 

About Paper Money Guaranty (PMG) 

PMG was founded in 2005 as a fully independent third-party paper money grading 
service. We employ a team of dedicated professional paper money graders who 
share an unparalleled commitment to accuracy, consistency and integrity. PMG is 
the world’s largest third-party paper money grading service, with more than 2 
million notes certified. Each note that PMG grades is backed by our 
comprehensive, PMG guarantee of grade and authenticity. 
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NGC Accepting Submissions at 
Long Beach Expo in September 

Posted on 9/1/2017 


Submit to NGC at the Long Beach Expo, booth #431. 

NGC will be accepting regular submissions for all service levels* at the Long 
Beach Expo, at the Long Beach Convention Center from 9:00 a.m. on Thursday, 
September 7 until 12:00 p.m. on Friday, September 8, 2017. Cut-off time for all 
submissions will be 12:00 p.m. on Friday, September 8 due to Hurricane Irma. 
Check with show representatives for details as cut-off time may change. All 
submissions will be sent to our office in Sarasota, FL. Services include World 
Services, Ancient Coin Services, Bulk, PHOTO PROOF® and more. 

Special Note: 

• Due to the special handling required, NGC does not accept submissions of 
the following coins at this show for regular service submissions to be 
returned to the NGC offices: coins for First/Early Releases designations, 
coins NGC requires submitted in original Mint sealed packing, coins over 
3.5" (90 mm) in diameter and .39" (10 mm) in depth. Coin & Chronicles sets. 
Coin & Currency sets, March of Dimes 3-coin set. West Point 2-coin set, 

San Francisco 2-coin Proof set, 30th Anniversary Eagles, 25th Anniversary 
Eagles, 20th Anniversary Eagles, American Liberty Series and 10th 
Anniversary Platinum Sets. These submissions must be sent directly to 
Sarasota, FL, by the submitter. 

*Does not include 5-ounce coins. 


Questions should be directed to NGC customer service at service@NGCcoin.com 
or 1-800-NGC-COIN (642-2646). 

Visit our table for answers to any questions about the services offered by NGC. 




Please remember that NGC does not provide opinions or free evaluations of coins 
at trade shows. 

NGC is the official grading service of the ANA and PNG. 
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NGC Ancients: Roman Silver 
Type Set 


Posted on 8/8/2017 

Over its long life, the Mediterranean superpower struck a wide array of silver 
coins. 

Roman silver coins were produced in astonishing variety over a period of about 
800 years. Considering the broad historical themes they represent, it’s no surprise 
they are among the most popular of all ancient coins. 

Many collectors specialize in the silver coins of the Roman Republic or the Roman 
Empire, and such coins remain popular because they are relatively abundant and 
usually can be acquired for reasonable prices. 

Over the course of eight centuries, Roman silver coins were struck in many 
different denominations. Assembling a collection of the principal denominations is 
a comparatively easy task, though it will require some searching for the scarcer 
pieces. (Not included in this following list are the very rare pieces that will not be 
encountered except by the most advanced collectors.) 



Didrachm of c.275 to 255 B.C. It shows the head of Heracles and the she-wolf suckling Romulus 

and Remus. 

Click images to enlarge. 






The first Roman silver coin likely was issued in 326 B.C. (or, as late as 270 B.C., 
depending on your perspective). The didrachm denomination was inspired by 
similar coins being issued at Greek cities in South Italy - though Rome’s pieces 
bore distinctly Roman designs. The earliest were struck at about 7.45 grams, and 
over the course of the next century their weight was reduced to a range of about 
5.80 to 6.80 grams. 



Aquadrigatus 
Click images to enlarge. 


By the Second Punic War (218-201 B.C.) the didrachm had been ‘replaced’ by the 
quadrigatus, which simply was a reduced-weight didrachm with a new design 
showing the janiform head of the Dioscuri, and Jupiter accompanied by Victory in 
a four-horse chariot (a quadriga). 

Fractional denominations of didrachms and qudrigati were struck, with the former 
being very rare and the latter being rare. 

Starting in 212/211 B.C. (though, again, theories vary on the exact date) the 
quadrigatus coinage was replaced by a smaller, lighter coin, the denarius. The 
earliest examples of these coins weigh about 4.1-4.4 grams, and sometime in the 
period 206-195 B.C. the weights dropped to as low as about 3.5 grams. 



A denarius of c. 155 B.C. issued by the moneyer Pinarius Nata. 
Click images to enlarge. 





A denarius of the emperor Marcus Aurelius issued in A.D. 165. 
Click images to enlarge. 


The denarius proved to be Rome’s most important and enduring silver coin, being 
struck from the Second Punic War through the mid-2nd Century A.D. Shown 
above are examples from the Republic and the empire. 



Aquinarius of the moneyer M. Cato issued c.89 B.C. 
Click images to enlarge. 



Aquinarius of the emperor Domitian issued in A.D. 88 for Saecular Games. 

Click images to enlarge. 


A half-denarius - the quinarius - was also struck, though never in the same 
quantities as the denarius. It started as a legitimate circulation coin, but by 
imperial times it had become largely a ceremonial piece issued in small quantities. 
Shown above are examples from the Republic and the empire. 








A silver sestertius issued c.211-208 B.C. 
Click images to enlarge. 



A bronze sestertius issued in A.D. 247 by the emperor Philip II. 
Click images to enlarge. 


Also produced was a one-fourth denarius - the sestertius. This tiny silver coin was 
never struck in significant quantities, and unlike the denarius and the quinarius, it 
did not survive into imperial times as a silver coin. Instead, it was retained as a 
large brass or bronze coin. Shown above are examples of the silver Republican 
piece and the bronze imperial coin. 


An unusual coin of the Roman Republic was the Victoriatus, which was struck at 
about 3.25 grams (though, in practice, the weights vary considerably). The date of 
its introduction is much debated, but it seems to have been about when the 
denarius and its fractions came into being. Very rare half-Victoriati also were 
struck. 







A Victoriatus issued c.211-210 B.C. 
Click images to enlarge. 


These coins seem to have been struck for the ‘provincial’ areas of the Roman 
world, being intended for the Greek and Celtic populations. 


The denarius remained the unrivaled workhorse of Roman silver coinage until 
about A.D. 214 when the emperor Caracalla (A.D. 198 to 217) introduced the 
double-denarius, a coin usually called an antoninianus. Theoretically it was 
tariffed at two denarii, but it contained only about 1.5 times the silver content. 



A double-denarius of the emperor Caracalla, struck in A.D. 217. 
Click images to enlarge. 


It took about 25 years for the double-denarius to displace the denarius. The last 
‘regular’ issue of denarii was struck in A.D. 240 by the emperor Gordian III (A.D. 
238 to 244), after which denarii were struck only for ceremonial functions. 

By the late 250s, coins of reasonable silver content ceased to be issued, and it 
wasn’t until about A.D. 294 that another Roman coin of good silver - the 
argenteus - was introduced by the emperor Diocletian (A.D. 284 to 305). At a 
theoretical weight of about 3.40 grams, it was the same weight and high purity as 
had been denarii of the emperor Nero (A.D. 54 to 68). 






An argenteus of the emperor Diocletian, issued c.A.D. 295. 
Click images to enlarge. 


But in the inflationary economy of Diocletian’s time, a coin of this purity was 
doomed to fail. They were hoarded or exported long before they had the chance 
to circulate - hence most argentii are in nearly mint condition. 



A half-argenteus of the emperor Constantine the Great, issued c.A.D. 308-313. 

Click images to enlarge. 


A half-denomination of the argenteus also was struck, though these are quite 
scarce. One is illustrated above. 



A miliarense of the emperor Constantine the Great, issued in A.D. 335. 

Click images to enlarge. 










During the next era of Roman history, the age of Constantine I “the Great” (A.D. 
307 to 337) and his family, the argenteus was replaced by new issues, the 
miliarense and the siliqua. Introduced in about A.D. 324, the miliarense (or 
miliarensis) was a heavy coin weighing between about 3.90 and 5.70 grams. It is 
considered to have been largely a ceremonial coinage, though it often entered 
general circulation. 



A siliqua of the rebel-emperor Eugenius, A.D. 392 to 394. 
Click images to enlarge. 


The more commonly struck coin was the siliqua, also introduced in about A.D. 

324, with theoretical weights of 3.40 and 2.30 grams (respectively for the heavy 
and light versions). As the workhorse of Roman silver coinage, it was the 
successor to the denarius and the argenteus, and it fulfilled its commercial role for 
nearly 150 years before the collapse of the Roman Empire. 



A half-siliqua issued by the emperor Arcadius in A.D. 402. 
Click images to enlarge. 


Also produced, though in small quantities, was the half-siliqua. Usually, these 
were struck in the western half of the empire during the 5th Century A.D. Finding 
a pleasant, well-struck example is no easy task. 


Interested in reading more articles on Ancient coins? Click here 


Images courtesy of Classical Numismatic Group. 
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Counterfeit Detection: 1889-CC 
Morgan Dollar with Joined 
Halves 


Posted on 8/8/2017 

This forgery required the joining of two coins to mimic a rare year and mintmark 
combination. 

NGC graders identify coins with added or altered mint marks each and every day. 
These alterations are seen so often that we devoted an entire article to them last 
year, which can be found here. 

While that article covered the most frequently seen mintmark alterations— 
removed, added, and embossed mintmarks—NGC graders recently identified an 
altered coin that did not fit into any of those categories. 



1889-CC Morgan Dollar with joined halves 
Click images to enlarge. 


The 1889-CC Morgan dollar pictured above appears to be an attractive coin in 
About Uncirculated condition worth well over $10,000. In reality, however, it is an 
alteration made from two coins carefully cut and then joined together to create a 
different date and mintmark combination. In this case, the obverse and edge of an 










1889 Philadelphia dollar were combined with the reverse of one of the more 
common CC-mint Morgan Dollars, most likely an 1883 or 1884. 



A seam can be seen on the rim of the reverse 
Click image to enlarge. 


A careful examination of this coin reveals a seam in the middle of the rim on the 
reverse. This seam was created when the forger removed the entire reverse of 
the 1889 Philadelphia dollar from within that line and replaced it with a reverse 
removed from a more common Carson City issue. The diagonal scratches on the 
rim are the counterfeiter’s attempt to remove evidence of the joint. 

Overall, the counterfeiter did a decent job—this is one of the more deceptive 
counterfeits seen recently at NGC. Even the weight of this piece, 26.48 grams, is 
pretty close to the official weight of 26.73 grams. However, that difference is 
actually two and a half times the Mint’s weight tolerance of +/- 0.097 grams. 

A good way to check for authenticity issues is to try to match the coin to known 
dies. Morgan Dollars, for example, have been extensively cataloged by die variety 
(called “VAMs” after the comprehensive study by Leroy Van Allen and A. George 
Mallis). If your coin does not match any known die pairs for the date and mintmark 
combination, you either have an important discovery or a counterfeit. Either way, 
this should cause you to more intensely scrutinize the coin. 

If you are ever unsure of a coin’s authenticity, you can either submit it to NGC for 
authentication or purchase a coin already certified by NGC. All US and world 
coins graded by NGC are guaranteed to be genuine. 

Interested in reading more Counterfeit Detection articles? Click here. 
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USA Coin Album: Five for a 
Dollar - The Ill-fated 20-cent 
Piece, Conclusion 

Posted on 8/4/2017 


As always seemed to be the case with new proposals for silver coinage, adoption 
of the 20-cent piece was urged by a politician from a silver-mining state. 

Senator John P. Jones of Nevada was a silver mine 
owner himself, as were many of his constituents. His 
bill for the creation of this new denomination did pass 
the Senate in 1874, but it died in the House until the 
following year. On March 3, 1875 Congressman 
George Willard of Michigan called for unanimous 
approval of the Jones bill, and President Ulysses S. 
Grant signed it into law that same day. 

There was almost no challenge or debate on the 
subject, which is odd given the specious reason 
offered for the coin's creation. Senator Jones had proclaimed that the lack of a 
circulating five-cent piece in the West caused many persons to be short-changed 
during transactions in which a ten-cent purchase was paid for with a quarter 
dollar. The customer allegedly received only a dime in change, and this coin was 
thus called a "short bit," a reference to the old Spanish real which had passed in 
this country at the value of 12-1/2 cents. Though half dimes had been coined at 
the San Francisco Mint from 1863-73, this denomination found little favor in the 
inflated economy of the West. Nickels were not used there at all before the 1890s, 
but the Jones argument still smacked of political pork. 

Last month's column featured a nice example of a pattern coin created for the 20- 
cent piece. Several different designs were issued, the earliest dated 1874 in 
anticipation that the coin would become a reality. All were created by US Mint 









Chief Engraver William 
Barber, though Assistant 
Engraver Joseph A. Bailly 
received partial credit for 
at least one of them. 

Correspondence between 
Mint Director Henry R. 

Linderman in Washington 
and Philadelphia Mint Superintendent James Pollack reveals that the need to 
distinguish this coin from the only slightly larger quarter dollar was an early 
priority. Indeed, most of the patterns were of highly distinctive designs that in no 
way resembled the current Seated Liberty quarter. 

Despite these initial precautions, the enabling legislation for the 20-cent piece 
mandated that it conform to the terms of the sweeping Mint Act of 1873 in all 
respects. Thus, Linderman directed Pollock to use the standard Seated Liberty 
obverse of the fractional silver coins paired with an eagle reverse. In an effort to 
make some small distinction, the word LIBERTY was written in raised letters, 
rather than the incuse lettering of the other coins. Christian Gobrecht's eagle 
device was rejected in favor of the one created by Barber for the trade dollar in 
1873. Finally, the edge of the 20-cent piece was plain, rather than the reeded 
edge typical of silver issues. (This defeated the purpose of reeding, which was 
considered essential with precious metal coins to prevent the theft of metal 
through clipping or sweating.) Coined in proportion to the other denominations, 
the weight of the 20-cent piece was five grams. Though slightly smaller and lighter 
than a quarter, it could easily be mistaken for one during a hasty transaction, 
especially when the coins became well worn. 

As it turned out, however, most 20-cent pieces didn't circulate long enough to 
become heavily worn. Almost immediately they were rejected in favor of the 
quarter dollar, as no provision had been made to terminate the more familiar coin. 
There were some calls to retire the quarter and continue the 20-cent piece in 
unison with a new issue of half dimes, but no such action was taken. How many 
persons actually lost money by mistaking the double dime for a quarter is 
uncertain, but this claim was made repeatedly in the press. 

The 20-cent piece was coined for circulation in only two years. Since it was 
perceived as a western necessity, the largest mintages came at the San 
Francisco and Carson City Mints, yet even those facilities hedged by striking far 
fewer coins than would normally be expected of a new denomination. The total 
output of circulating coins for 1875-76 was just 1,351,540 pieces, nearly all of 




these dated 1875. An 
unknown quantity of the 
1876-dated issue was 
melted at the mints by the 
end of that year, and this 
included all but about 20 
examples of the 1876-CC 
edition. This coin remains 
a classic American rarity that precludes completion of this brief series for all but a 
handful of collectors. Proofs were coined 1875-78 before these, too, were formally 
discontinued and the pieces remaining on hand melted. The proof-only coins 
dated 1877-78 are thus rather scarce, especially in higher grades. 

Though the 20-cent piece was clearly a failure, there survive a fair number of well 
worn pieces, though I haven't seen one worn slick, as is common for so many 
other silver coins of that period. It's doubtful than any remained in circulation 
longer than 15-20 years, by which time they would have been notable curiosities. 
Collectors are fortunate that enough Mint State and lightly worn 1875-S examples 
survive from a mintage of 1,155,000 pieces that a nice type coin is easily secured. 
Such coins have long been popular as part of an "odd denomination" set, along 
with the half cent, two-cent piece and the two issues of three-cent pieces. 

David W. Lange's column, “USA Coin Album,” appears monthly in The 
Numismatist, the official publication of the American Numismatic Association. 
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Chinese Pandas: Three for the 
Show 


Posted by Peter Anthony on 8/8/2017 

Outstanding designs continue to be a key to the numismatic popularity of Chinese 
Panda coins. 

How old is old for a coin series? The Standing Liberty quarter lasted just 14 years, 
while the Walking Liberty half was minted for 31 years. The British Sovereign, on 
the other hand, has been minted for two hundred years. China is an ancient land, 
but the People’s Republic began just 68 years ago. For more than half of that time 
span. Panda coins have been struck to the delight of collectors and investors 
around the world. 

Outstanding designs continue to be a key to the Pandas' numismatic popularity. 
From the very start the China Mint was determined to make this series into the 
world’s finest coins with the finest designs. To help reach that goal. Pandas 
became the first bullion-based series to change designs each year. So it is fitting 
that China Gold Coin, the successor to the China Mint, celebrates the 35th 
Anniversary of the Panda series with three intriguing, innovative coins. 

The one that has made the biggest splash so far is a hefty bimetallic 500 Yuan 
issue. The design, by the young Shanghai Mint artist Zhu Xihua, places a 
handsome Panda portrait inside the golden central core of the coin. Around these 
30 grams of pure gold is a 12 gram silver ring. Placed like hour marks on a clock, 
small scenes of Pandas frolicking amid bamboo decorate the outer silver circle. 




Denver will play host to the 2017 World’s Fair of Money from August 1-5. 

The three coins (and four designs) of the 2017 35th anniversary Panda set: 

Top row -15 gram silver 5 Yuan that contains two images on one face; 

Middle row - a hologram 80 Yuan gold Panda; 

Bottom row - bimetallic 500 Yuan with 30 grams of gold and 12 grams of silver 

Besides the attractive design, there are a couple of reasons that this extremely 
attractive coin has found an audience. The low mintage immediately stands out. 
Plus, this is the first bi-metallic Panda coin since 2002. With only 6,000 minted, 
the 2017 is almost guaranteed to become scarce like the 2002 20th anniversary 
bimetallic coin. That coin, too, had a mintage of 6,000. In China lines formed in 
coin stores to buy the new issue on June 14, the release date. Since then its price 
has climbed from 18,000 to 23,000 RMB. In the US it was briefly available at 
$3,300, but quickly popped to $4,000+. 

The other two 35th anniversary coins are each dramatic in their own right. The 50 
Yuan 5 gram gold stands out for its multicolored hologram design. Holograms 
have been applied to coins for some time now, but the multicolored effect on this 
Panda is quite new for a coin so small. In the past this could only be applied to 
much larger coins. The coin glitters like a jewel and may well become a popular 
gift or jewelry item. Mintage is 50,000. 

My first reaction to the 5 Yuan silver 35th anniversary Panda was that it resembles 
a topographic map. But there is more to this coin than immediately meets the eye. 
The little seated Panda in the central area glimmers with a lenticular effect like a 





children’s toy. Viewed fronn straight on one Panda looks out at you, but if the coin 
is tilted the image changes and another cuddly bruin reveals itself. It’s a delightful 
optical trick and a first among Panda coins. The wavy lines that surround the bear 
contain tiny dates to represent the years of the Panda series. 200,000 of the 
innovative coins were minted. 

Where to see and buy them? Come on out to a coin show. There is no better 
place to look, buy and chat about coins. Same as in 1982 when the Panda series 
took the numismatic world by storm. As the saying goes, opportunity is not a 
lengthy visitor and the supplies of the anniversary Pandas are limited. The ANA 
World’s Fair of Money is in Denver from August 1-5, the Hong Kong Coin Show 
runs from August 18-20 and the Hong Kong International Coin Convention will be 
held from August 25-27. NGC will have tables at all the shows and I hope to see 
you there. 

Peter Anthony is an expert on Chinese modern coins with a particular focus on 
Panda coins. He is an analyst for the NGC Chinese Modern Coin Price Guide as 
well as a consultant on Chinese modern coins. 
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NCS August 2017 Highlights 


Posted on 8/8/2017 


Take a look at some recent highlights of coins conserved by NCS. 

Numismatic Conservation Services (NCS) uses a variety of proprietary techniques 
to remove harmful surface contaminants, stabilize and protect a coin's surfaces 
and, in many cases, improve a coin's eye appeal. After coins are conserved by 
NCS, they are seamlessly transferred to Numismatic Guaranty Corporation 
(NGC), an independent affiliate of NCS, for grading and encapsulation. 

Below are a few highlights of coins that were conserved by NCS and graded by 
NGC last month. 


This 2004 France % Euro was submitted to NCS with the hope of removing a thick 
layer of multicolored opaque residue. This silver coin was issued in 
commemoration of the 400th anniversary of the first French settlement in modern 
Canada, headed by Samuel de Champlain—the same Champlain whose name is 
given to the large lake between Vermont and New York. Thick residues such as 
those seen on this coin can frequently develop from long-term storage in original 
mint packaging. This coin was able to be freed of its unattractive residue on the 
uniformly brilliant surfaces and grade with NGC following careful conservation 
work at NCS. 



2004 France 1/4 Euro 
Before conservation 
Click images to enlarge. 



2004 France 1/4 Euro 
After conservation 
Click images to enlarge. 


This 1921 Great Britain Half Crown, was in dire need of conservation. Long-term 
storage in a lower quality coin holder containing PVC caused green spots and 
residue across the surface. In addition to the PVC, a poor choice in coin holder 
also allowed a hazing residue to form fairly uniformly on the surface of this 
substantial silver coin. In many cases PVC residue that has been allowed to 
develop can cause permanent damage to the surface metal. Luckily, through 
careful conservation efforts, the PVC residue was safely removed while revealing 
little damage to the original surface and this classic British silver coin was able to 
grade with NGC. 







1921 Great Britain Half Crown 
Before conservation 
Click images to enlarge. 



1921 Great Britain Half Crown 
After conservation 
Click images to enlarge. 


This 1916 Russia 10 Kopek came to NCS in need of help after many years in less 
than ideal storage. Residues covering the surface resulted in a dark brown 
appearance in addition to an almost oil slick-like rainbow iridescence. Removal of 
these ugly residues revealed a bright white silver coin with only minor permanent 
effects. This coin was able to grade numerically with NGC following careful 
conservation work. 








1916 Russia 10 Kopek 
Before conservation 
Click images to enlarge. 



1916 Russia 10 Kopek 
After conservation 
Click images to enlarge. 


For more information about NCS, visit NGCcoin.com/NCS 
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From the NGC Archives: 1847 
Seated Liberty Half Dime 

Posted on 8/4/2017 

Christian Gobrecht's Seated Liberty design adorned the half dime from 1837 until 
1873, when the denomination was discontinued. 

It was modified several times during that period. Though half dimes were not 
popular in the western parts of the United States, they were familiar in the East 
and also in the South, where they were sometimes called picayunes. Roughly the 
same value as the Spanish half real coins, they also circulated in Canada, Central 
America and the West Indies. 



Click images to enlarge. 


This wonderful half dime probably survived in gem condition by pure chance, as 
the few collectors of that time preferred to collect only proofs. Its dies reveal light 
clash marks where they came together without a planchet. A fully struck coin, this 
specimen is also quite lustrous, with its surfaces displaying mixed textures of 
frostiness and semi-prooflike brilliance. Superb toning of rich olive green and 
azure is accompanied by accents of amber. 

Are you interested in learning more about these coins? Click here to visit the NGC 
Coin Explorer and read on. 
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NGC Highlights from the 
ANTIUM AURUM September 
Auction 


Posted on 8/7/2017 

NGC-certified coins will be among the highlights of the September auction in 
Prague. 

The ANTIUM AURUM auction — scheduled for 5 p.m. CEST September 7, 2017, 
at Hotel International Prague — features the following highlights that were 
certified by NGC. The event is being held in conjunction with the Investor Trade 
Fair. (Note: After clicking on the links below, please carefully check the lot 
number.) 

• Lot 21 - Hungary, 1676KB, 1 Ducat, Leopold I. NGC MS 66. 

Starting bid: 3200€ 

• Lot 23 - Hungary, 1678KB, 1 Ducat, Leopold I. NGC MS 65. 

Starting bid: 3200€ 

• Lot 27 - Austria, 1706, 1 Thaler, Hall, Joseph I. NGC MS 65. 

Starting bid: 900€ 

• Lot 29 - Austria, 1705-11,2 Thaler, B.L. Hall, Joseph I. NGC MS 62. 

Starting bid: 1500€ 

• Lot 39 - Hungary, 1715, 1 Thaler, Karlsburg, Charles VI. NGC MS 63. 
Starting bid: 4000€ 

• Lot 72 - Austria, 1877, 1 Thaler, Raxaipe, Franz Joseph I. NGC PF 62 
Cameo. Starting bid: 7500€ 




MEDALLIC ISSUE 
1877 AUSTRIA TALER 
I MT.RAXALPE INN 


PF 62 CAMEO 
^ 93076 }^ 

lllllllllll]illilinilllllll!llllll 




Lot 76 - Austria, 1865A, 2 Thaler, Franz Joseph I. NGC MS 63. 
Starting bid: 2500€ 

Lot 106 - Hungary, 1892KB, 10 Forint, Franz Joseph I. NGC XF 40. 
Starting bid: 12000€ 



Lot 119 - Hungary, 1896KB, 1 Ducat, Franz Joseph I. NGC MS 65. 

Starting bid: 10000€ 

Lot 126 - Austria, 1906, 4 Ducats, Franz Joseph I. NGC MS 63(+) PL. 
Starting bid: 3000€ 

Lot 133 - Austria, 1914, 1 Corona Ag pattern coin, Franz Joseph I. NGC PF 


















63 Cameo. Starting bid: 4000€ 

• Lot 139 - Hungary, 1906KB, 5 Korona, Franz Joseph I. NGC XF 45. 
Starting bid: 4500€ 

• Lot 162 - Austria, 1908, 100 Corona, Franz Joseph I. NGC PF 61 Cameo. 
Starting bid: 12000€ 

• Lot 171 - Austria, 1913, 100 Corona, Franz Joseph I. NGC PF 63 Ultra 
Cameo. Starting bid: 8500€ 

• Lot 173 - Czechoslovakia, 1923, 1 Ducat with serial number 17. NGC MS 
65. Starting bid: 35000€ 

i 1923 CZECHOSLOV DUCAT 

* WfTH SERIAL NUMBER 

I MS 65 

#17 

iiliiiiiiiniiiiiniiiiaiiiiiiiiiii 


• Lot 222 - Czechoslovakia, 1930, 10 Ducats. NGC MS 62. 

Starting bid: 25000€ 

Visit antiumaurum.auex.de to learn more. 

This is a guest articie. The thoughts and opinions in the piece are those of their 
author and are not necessariiy the thoughts of the Certified Coiiectibies Group. 
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